
TUPED536 - DOES BRAZIL 
PAYS A FAIR PRICE FOR TDF? 
CIVIL SOCIETY STRUGGLE 
TO GUARANTEE THE 
SUSTAINABILITY OF ACCESS 
UNIVERSAL POLICIES.

TABLE 1

TENOFOVIR (TDF) 300 mg PRICES 
IN2013 AND 2014 NORTEC

All values in USD Size of the batch 500.000

efficiency 98% 490.000

Cost per unit total cost per batch % direct cost

I. Equipment 0,003940 1.970,00 1,79

II. Work 0,002916 1.458,00 1,32

FORMULAÇÃO

API price/kg = $684/kg (TDF)

Materials

Tenofovir 0,205200 102.600,00 93,24

excipient 0,004704 2.352,00 2,14

III. Total cost/batch 0,209904 104.952,00 95,38

IV. Package 0,003316 1.658,00 1,51

V. Transportation 0,000000 0,00 0,00

TOTAL DIRECT COSTS 0,220076 110.038,00 100,00

PUBLIC PRODUCER PRIVATE PRODUCER

VI. Cost/unit (2% loss) 0,22

VII. General expenses 0,11 0,25

VIII. Profit 0,14 0,15

TOTAL BATCH PRICE 142.025,79 161.820,59

PRICE PER UNIT 0,2898 0,3302

COST OF TREATMENT/YEAR 105,79 120,54

RESULTS
In 2014, the TDF price paid by the MoH was $580.81 ppy. This was 5.5 times higher than 

the price projected considering the costs and API price fixed in the FUNED-NORTEC contract; 
3.4 times higher than the price calculated using the highest price of national available API in 
2014; and 12 times higher using the costs and the international lowest generic API price.

TABLE 2        

TENOFOVIR MONODRUG

highest API 
price (2007)

price ac-
quired by BR 
MoH (2007)

price ac-
quired by BR 
MoH (2014)

GPRM 
(2014)

lowest in-
ternational 
price - Strides 
(2013)

PUBLIC 
SECTOR

price per patient 
per year

439,80 1387,00 580,81 - -

price per pill 1,2049 3,8000 1,5913 - -

PRIVATE 
SECTOR

price per patient 
per year

501,10 - - 46,40 26,00

price per pill 1,3729 - - 0,1271 0,0712

CONCLUSIONS
The TDF price paid by MoH were at least three times higher than it should be. After all 

the efforts of civil society and other sectors to put TDF in the public domain in Brazil, even the 
generic price did not accomplished to contribute to the sustainability of the universal access 
policies. There is an urgent need to debate the national generic prices from a human rights per-
spective.

METHOD
ABIA/GTPI calculated possible TDF prices, estimating the cost of production and with 

the different API prices and sources.  With this, we compare the prices actually acquired by the 
MoH with the prices that the medicines produced through the PDP should have and with the 
lowest international prices.
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BACKGROUND

In 1996, two important legislative changes tool place in Brazil: the law 9.313 estab-
lished universal access to ARVs and the law 9.276 that changed the intellectual prop-
erty (IP) framework, allowing patents on pharmaceuticals. ABIA/GTPI is a civil society 

network of organizations working to reduce the impact of monopolies in public health. Teno-
fovir (TDF) is a drug to treat HIV, incorporated by the Brazilian AIDS program in 2003. At that 
time, TDF was under monopoly and sold by Gilead to the Brazilian government at high prices. 
Since then, ABIA/GTPI struggled in many ways to put TDF in public domain and lower its price. 
In 2012, the Brazilian patent office (INPI) rejected the TDF’s base compound patent application, 
opening the field for generic competidors. In that same year, TDF became part the new policy 
to strengthen the Brazilian pharmaceutical industry by the Ministry of Health (MoH), the so-
called Partnership for Product Development (PDPs). This policy is based on voluntary licens-
es, technology transfer and prices set in contracts. A public (FUNED) and a private laboratory 
(NORTEC) signed a contract to produce TDF locally. This contract set prices and a timeline to 
the local production of TDF.  After years in the public domain and local produced, ABIA/GTPI 
expected to see significant reductions in TDF and its combinations prices. That did not hap-
pened. Therefore, ABIA/GTPI investigated why, by looking at the composition of the national 
TDF price and compared it with other prices.
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